
REEDNESS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the virtual meeting of the Parish Council held in councillors’ own homes at Reedness on Wednesday 10th March 2021 at 7.00pm.
Present: Cllrs Oldridge, Barras and Phillipson.
Public present: Ward Cllr L.Sargeantson  and Karen Needs.
1376

Apologies for absence

None received
1377
Declaration of interests.


None received

1378               To confirm the minutes of the council meeting held on 11/11/20

Minutes circulated to all councillors and approved and signed by the chairman.
1379                Councillor resignation 
The resignation of Cllr Sarah Chisholm officially was noted. The clerk has contacted ERYC who have given co-option approval to fill the vacancy. The clerk has now advertised the two vacant positions and provided the parish council with the details of all expression of interest letters received. It was resolved to co opt Sarah Meredown as a new councillor to Reedness Parish Council. The clerk will arrange for all declaration and register of interest forms to be sent to Ms Meredown to complete prior to officially becoming a parish councillor and attending the May meeting. The clerk will continue to advertise the one remaining councillor vacancy.
1380                Election of Vice Chairperson

Cllr Jean Oldridge was elected as the new Vice Chairperson of RPC. This decision was proposed by Cllr Barras and seconded by Cllr Phillipson. Cllr Oldridge accepted the position and will sign the role acceptance forms and return them to the clerk prior to the May meeting.
1381                 Matters arising from the minutes.
Old Hill Cottages path-at previous meetings the state of disrepair of the path that runs up to the riverbank alongside Old Hill Cottages and the drain was discussed. The clerk has contacted ERYC to visit the area and address the highlighted problems. ERYC have now agreed to repair this path and have allocated a budget and works order to do this work “before the end of the financial year”.
B.T. kiosk-the clerk has received a letter from the Incredible Edibles group seeking permission to use the kiosk as a facility to house “swap and share” produce which will enable local residents to bring and take away items. The councillors had previously agreed to allow this group to use the kiosk on a temporary basis during lockdown and it was resolved at the meeting to allow the group to continue using the kiosk for the foreseeable future. The kiosk will receive a cosmetic exterior face lift in the near future as a goodwill gesture from local resident Mr N.Kenning and it is hoped that shelves can be fitted inside the kiosk to enhance produce displays and to better utilise the small space. The only stipulation requested by the parish council was that items were not left or displayed outside the kiosk which it was felt could create an untidy appearance.
Water pumps- the clerk has now purchased 3 petrol water pumps and 20 hydro snakes for residents to use in flooding emergency situations. The pumps have been set up ready for use and placed in 3 separate village locations. Residents have been urged to contact the clerk or Chair if ever in need of this equipment. The clerk has completed and returned the ERYC end of grant funding forms to formally end the project and provide the required evidence of purchases.
Festive plans-the councillors discussed the success of the first ever Reedness outdoor village festive decorations competition. The competition received a very good village participation and a huge amount of positive comments and as such it was resolved to make this an annual event. The replacement Christmas tree was planted in December 2020 and appears to be thriving and its condition will be monitored throughout the year to ensure it remains suitable for requirement.
1382          
Correspondence/issues raised by councillors.

Windfarm panel representative-it was resolved to appoint Cllr Barras as the new RPC representative on to the Twin Rivers wind farm fund panel. The clerk will notify ERYC of this decision and provide them with all relevant contact details.
Water pump hire- The clerk has compiled a pump user agreement form for each resident to agree to and sign prior to taking away and using a pump. It was resolved to fully approve this document and to ensure that the forms are given to each pump user and signed before taking a pump away.

Dog fouling banner-the parish council discussed an inappropriately worded banner that had been placed on a resident’s wall recently. It was noted that this banner had now been removed and as such no further action needs taking.

Defibrillator battery-the clerk has reported that the village defibrillator is now nearly 5 years old and it is recommended that the battery should be replaced. It was resolved that the clerk will purchase a new battery.
Grant funding projects-the councillors are aware of windfarm funding availability for new ideas and/or projects in the village. It was resolved that the councillors will bring any thoughts and project ideas to the next meeting for full discussion.

1383

Planning matters.
Planning application for J.Walton for erection of dwelling at Roxana, Reedness ref 20/02600/PLF-the councillors noted the ERYC decision to refuse this application
1384
             Ward Cllrs report
Ward Cllr Liz Sargeantson alerted the councillors to the 2021 census and encouraged all councillors and residents to complete it. She also highlighted the ERYC covid survey available online and encouraged participation in this. 
1385   
Financial matters.
HSBC closure-the clerk alerted the councillors to the proposed closure of the Goole HSBC branch in July 2021. It was resolved to continue banking with HSBC for the foreseeable future and to monitor the situation in case future banking problems are experienced due to a lack of local branch availability.
Land rental-the councillors were notified that White Rose Farms have paid the annual £500 land rental.

HSBC mandate-the councillors recently completed a new bank signatories mandate. The clerk has confirmed this is now accepted and approved by HSBC.

ERYC precept-the clerk has confirmed the agreed 2021-2022 precept of £5000 has been requested from ERYC and should be paid on 30th April 2021.

HSBC safeguard-the clerk has confirmed that a recent bank account safeguard interview with HSBC has been successful with no reported issues or concerns.

VAT -the clerk has confirmed a VAT rebate claim of £280.77 has been made and the funds have now been credited to the council bank account.


Cheques approved for payment are.


(cqs 100374-100392 approved mid meeting due to lockdown)
Fabricland £216.34 (scrubs material) 100374

Darlaston Supplies £45.99 (scrubs tape) 100375

Arcade Electrics £30.00 (trophy) 100376

Marcos Enterprise £9.65 (scrubs thread) 100377

Reedness Plants £ 37.00 (planters) 100378

Fabricland £216.34 (scrubs material) 100379

Fabricland £216.34 (scrubs material) 100380

F.Ward £25.15 (scrubs exp) 100381

Fabricland £432.68(scrubs material) 100382

Marcos Enterprise £9.95 (scrubs thread) 100383

Darlaston Supplies £45.99 (scrubs tape)100384

Trade Supplies £90.00 (hydro snakes) 100385

Kall Kwik £22.80 (scrubs patterns) 100386

HSS Hire £1288.63 (pumps) 100387

Trade Supplies £90.00 (hydro snakes) 100388

Lodge Landscapes £66.00 (xmas tree) 100389

D.Elviss £25.00 (pump calibration) 100390

Darlaston Supplies £45.99 (scrubs tape) 100391

Ebay supplies £18.90 (scrubs thread) 100391

S.Belton £30.56 (pump accessories exp ) 100392



Clerk half yearly expenses £ 239.34 100393
1386

Date of next meeting.



Confirmed as 12th May 2021
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