
REEDNESS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at Reedness Primary School on Wednesday 14th July 2021 at 7.00pm.
Present: Cllrs Oldridge, Barras, Merewood and Phillipson.
Public present: Bridget Elliot
1398

Apologies for absence

None received.
1399
Declaration of interests.


None received.
1400               To confirm the minutes of the council meeting held on 12/05/21.

Minutes circulated to all councillors and approved and signed by the chairman.
1401               Councillor Vacancy
The council received one letter of interest from local resident Liz Boston. It was resolved to co opt Liz onto the parish council. The clerk will send all relevant documentation including the acceptance/register of interest forms out to Liz and inform ERYC of the new councillor details.
1402                Matters arising from the minutes.
B.T. kiosk-Cllr Barras reported that Mr N.Kenning is to arrange a date with the Incredible Edibles group to empty the kiosk so that the kiosk can be painted, and the interior upgraded with shelving and a solar light. Cllr Barras reported that there have been delays with employing the services of a painter, but it is hoped a suitable person can be found shortly. It was resolved that the parish council will fund the addition of an interior solar light to the kiosk. 
Suggestion box-the clerk has purchased a metal suggestion box which will be installed on the notice board. This new addition (when installed) will be advertised, and residents asked to place ideas and suggestions to enhance the village in the box for the parish council to discuss at meetings. Cllr Barras is in possession of the box and will install it as soon as is possible.
Entrance planters-Cllr Barras pointed out that the existing planters at each village entrance are small in appearance and situated low on the ground and as such are barely visible especially when adjacent weeds/grass grows up in front of them. It was resolved that Cllr Barras will obtain prices for wood to create a raised platform for each planter to be placed upon in an effort to raise them for greater visibility. Cllr Barras has experienced delays in obtaining wood prices but will do so as soon as is possible. Cllr Phillipson has volunteered to water both planters during the summer months to allow the flowers to bloom and grow in size.
1403        
Correspondence/issues raised by councillors.

Defibrillator pads-the clerk reported mid meetings that the village defibrillator pads had expired in date. As a matter of urgency, she was given permission to purchase new pads. The clerk has done this and placed them with the defibrillator ready for use.


Riverbank grass-the clerk reported receiving residents’ complaints about the length of grass/weeds/wildflowers along the school path area up to and including Whitgift Church. Reports indicated that the paths were impassable due to the encroachment of grass/weeds etc over the pavements. The clerk contacted EA with photographic evidence and as a result EA returned to the village to cut these areas of concern. EA have stipulated that they will only cut the bank areas 3 times a year and are due to return for cut number two mid-July.

Community Speed Watch-unfortunately the three village CSW representatives are no longer able to commit to this project due to work or illness issues and as such there is now no CSW project in Reedness unless new volunteers can be located.


Static caravan-concerns were raised regarding the legality of a static caravan in a residential garden in the village. It was resolved that the clerk will contact the ERYC planning enforcement officer for guidance and advice.


Xmas tree-the councillors are aware that yet again the village Xmas tree has died. Each year a rooted tree is purchased and each year the tree never seems to survive. It was resolved to look into the possibility of purchasing a flagpole/Maypole to temporarily place on a concrete pad in the same area which will be decorated with solar lights for the festive period. It was resolved that the clerk will contact ERYC to obtain permission for a concrete pad and that Cllr Barras will obtain prices for the flagpole. If all permissions and prices are received and acceptable at the next meeting a further supply of solar lights will be required to decorate this new addition.

Bus shelter smoking-the clerk received a complaint regarding persons smoking in the village bus shelter. The councillors feel that as this bus shelter is in a relatively rural, open space with an open front, that smoking is not considered a problem nor a danger to others and as such will not be taking any further action with this complaint.

1404

Planning matters.


No applications received.

1405
             Ward Cllrs report


No Ward Cllrs present at the meeting.

1406   
Financial matters.


Cheques approved for payment are.

Cq no 100401 Direct2publik £11.95
Cq no 100402 Defib Warehouse £89.94
Cq no 100403 S Hart £68.00
1407

Date of next meeting.


Confirmed as 15th September 2021.
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