REEDNESS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held at Reedness primary school, Reedness on Tuesday 13th March 2018 at 7.00pm.
Present: Cllrs Sargeantson, Cawkwell  ,Walker, Jones and Oldridge.
Public present: Ward Cllr John Barratt and EA Glenn Brady and Alice Hearne.
S.Farrar,J.King,C.King,G.Sample,C.Welford,C.Mainprize,M.Wetton.
Declarations of interest-none declared.
1252

Apologies for absence


No apologies received.
1253

To confirm the minutes of the council meetings held on 9/01/18

Minutes circulated to all councillors and approved and signed by the chairperson.
1254                
Matters arising from the minutes.
River bank concerns- EA representatives Glenn Brady and Alice Hearne attended the meeting to discuss concerns raised from the parish council and public alike. EA have confirmed they only do 3 grass cuts a year to the river bank area which the parish council feel is not enough. The parish council have asked if approval could be given to do extra cuts if this were paid for from parish council funds. EA confirm they would have no objections to these extra cuts but that permission would be needed from the relevant landowners. Members of the public raised concerns about the state of the river bank path alongside the new flood defence barriers which is narrow in areas, muddy at times and overgrown in areas with weeds and concerns were expressed from a safety point of view when walking. EA confirm that their priority concern is the flood defence barriers and that although a pathway is alongside the barriers and well used for dog walking there is not a budget for maintenance of this walkway. However EA have agreed to view the site with the possibility of re seeding and spraying the area if required and funding available. It was resolved that the clerk will liaise with EA after the site visit to establish what exactly can be done and when.

Neighbourhood Watch- Geoff Sample attended the meeting on behalf of the Neighbourhood Watch group. Geoff reported that he felt another NW watch meeting was required shortly and it was agreed that the parish council would support and help publicise this.
Footpath closure-ERYC Carl Skelton has reported that the footpath repair works are now completed and the footpath is now open for use. This was very welcome news for the parish council and the item can now be removed from the agenda.

ERYC street scene-the clerk has received one quotation from The Green Team to provide designated weed/grass removal in certain village areas along the verges and footpaths. Unfortunately despite several requests there have been no other quotations received. It was resolved to chase up the local companies who expressed an interest asking them to quote or decline the opportunity.
Reedness in bloom-Cllr Sargeantson has suggested the idea of a future 2018 project to develop a floral display throughout the village using hanging baskets .  The clerk has obtained two quotations to supply 15 baskets but neither quote agrees to water these baskets. It was resolved that Cllr Cawkwell will try to source a water supply and suitable person willing to water these baskets along with a price. The full cost can then be discussed at the next meeting.

Book presentation-an idea to present books on a possible annual basis to the local village school children as a gift from the parish council was debated and thought of as a good idea. The clerk has obtained permission from the school headmaster who has 


stated that there will be 7 school leavers in July 2018. The headmaster will liaise with the head of year 6 to establish the type and price of book required and report back to the clerk.
1255           
Correspondence.
Speeding-the clerk has received a letter of concern about speeding from resident S.Fodden. The letter was cascaded to each councillor prior to the meeting to read and digest. It was resolved that a speed survey be ordered from ERYC at a cost of £125 and the agreed siting will be near Wheelgate House, Reedness. Approval was given to allow the clerk to pay for this survey in-between meetings to speed up the ordering process. Upon receipt of the survey results the action to be taken can be decided upon by the police, ERYC and parish council.
“There but not there”-the idea of purchasing a life-size aluminium soldier silhouette was presented by Cllr Sargeantson as a good idea for the upcoming centenary of WW1. It was resolved that the clerk will obtain a full specification and pricing of the model to the next meeting for further discussion.

Media code-following on from concerns regarding social media and the relevant code of practice and rules associated with councillors commenting on these type of sites, the clerk has obtained a suggested guidance procedure to be adopted by councillors if they feel it relevant. All councillors have received a copy of this guidance and have resolved to adopt this advice.

HWRCC-Cllr Sargeantson has had communication with representatives at Twin Rivers PC and a suggestion of meeting with Peter Hirschfield at HWRCC to discuss relevant community led schemes was felt as a beneficial idea for both councils. It was resolved that the clerk will contact HWRCC and invite Peter to the May meeting to explain exactly what his group does and how relevant it would be to the parish council.
Litter pick-the suggestion of a possible village community litter pick was raised but due to time constraints this idea will be placed on the May meeting agenda.
Grit bins-the unwanted grit bin adjacent to the Half Moon public house has still not been removed and a suggestion to replace it was made as it was felt a grit bin in this vicinity was still required. It was resolved to ask the clerk to obtain prices for a new ERYC bin and the costs of grit and shovels.
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Planning matters.
Planning application for erection of first floor extension over garage and single storey side extension for K.Howitt at One Fathom, Main Street ,Reedness. Ref 17/03987/PLF.


Noted that ERYC have approved this application.


1257
    
Financial matters.


Cheques approved for payment are;


Cq no 100296 S.Belton exp £215.16


Cq no 100297 Twin Rivers PC £188.58


Cq no 100298 Grant reclaim £321.00

1258
Any other business.

Ward Cllr Barratt mentioned that agreed ERYC road repairs in the Adlingfleet vicinity will begin shortly and also voiced his full support to the speeding concerns with a suggestion to involve police inspector Mark Lovell when the results are known to perform speed checks if required.
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Date of next meeting-


Confirmed as 8TH May 2018


Confirmed that the July meeting date will change to 3rd July 2018
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